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Uterus – Edema 

Figure Legend:  Figure 1 Uterus - Edema in a female F344/N rat from a chronic study. There is 

extensive edema in the endometrium and myometrium. Figure 2 Uterus - Edema in a female F344/N 

rat from a chronic study (higher magnification of Figure 1). There is edema of the endometrium and 

myometrium. Figure 3 Uterus - Edema in a female B6C3F1/N mouse from a chronic study. There is 

focal edema of the endometrium. Figure 4 Uterus - Edema in a female B6C3F1/N mouse from a 

chronic study (higher magnification of Figure 3). There is edema of the endometrium characterized by 

an increase in the intercellular spaces. 

Comment:  Edema of the uterine stroma adjacent to the endometrial epithelium can be seen normally 

in proestrus, particularly toward the end of the phase and in the beginning of estrus. Uterine edema 

may be part of inflammation or result from vascular compromise or changes in vascular permeability. 

Edema has the histologic appearance of increased clear space between cells and tissue components 

(Figure 1, Figure 2, Figure 3, and Figure 4). 
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Uterus – Edema 

Recommendation:  Uterus - Edema should be diagnosed only when it is an effect of treatment. When 

diagnosed, it should be graded. Edema that is secondary to an inflammatory or other primary process 

should not be diagnosed separately. Edema that is considered a normal cyclical change (i.e., during 

proestrus) should not be diagnosed. 
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